Canadian Geological Foundation

Grant Application Form

Applicants are encouraged to read and follow the instructions that
accompany this form to ensure their application meets grant criteria.

Project Title:
If you or your organization received funding from CGF in the past 5 years, please summarize, including brief highlights of the outcomes (eg, how many students visited the exhibit).
Project Description:
Expected Benefits of Project:
Project Budget:
Actual and Anticipated Financial Support:
Canadian Geological Foundation

Instructions to Applicants

Introduction

The Canadian Geological Foundation was established in 1968 as a non-profit, charitable organization dedicated to assisting the development of the geological sciences in Canada.  To meet this objective, the Foundation awards grants towards activities of broad significance, with emphasis on those of long-term importance.  Grants are awarded annually in a competitive process.

A large part of the funds disbursed is used as seed money to assist the completion of projects.  Types of projects that have been supported include:

· Projects that promote public interest in the value of geological sciences to society.

· Summer institutes that train high school science teachers in the earth sciences.

· Preparation of booklets that promote careers in the earth sciences.

· Preparation of general geology textbooks, displays, videos and films that emphasize Canada and that involve national cooperation.

· Publication of special scientific papers involving national cooperation.

· National seminars and conferences aimed at furthering the application of the geological sciences.

· Cooperative projects of national and long-term significance undertaken by Canadian geological societies.

The Foundation does not support projects that are normally funded by university budgets or government granting agencies such as NSERC or NRCan.  In addition, grant funds may not be used for field work, nor to pay salaries or honouraria.

Applications are reviewed by a Grants Selection Committee in an annual competition.  Applicants are notified of grant decisions shortly after the Foundation’s annual meeting, which is held in conjunction with the annual meeting of the Geological Association of Canada.

Instructions for Completing an Application for a Grant

1. All fields on the cover page and the application form must be completed.  Partially or improperly completed applications will not be returned for correction.

2. All fields on the application form are expandable to the space required to adequately provide the requested information.  Applicants are urged, however, to be succinct and under no circumstances exceed a total of five pages.

3. Applications are distributed electronically to the members of the Grants Selection Committee.  Accordingly, any supplemental material that applicants wish to accompany the form (e.g., maps, illustrations, supporting letters) must be provided in a generally used electronic format such as JPG, TIF, DOC, WPD or PDF. No more than two supplemental files may be included.
4. The principal applicant must provide an e-mail address as well as a surface mail address and telephone number at which he/she can be contacted.

5. The project description should be sufficiently comprehensive to inform the members of the Grants Selection Committee of how the project meets the Foundation’s grants criteria, the purpose of the project and what lasting legacy the project might leave.  The project description must demonstrate the ability of the proponents to successfully complete the project and pay for the project on an interim basis.  Projects which may eventually produce a profit from the sale of products must include a marketing plan and are encouraged to consider repayment of the “seed” funds provided by the Foundation’s grant.  The project description must also describe how the Foundation’s support will be acknowledged.
6. The total budget for the project, including costs and revenue, should be itemized either in table format or as a list, and submitted in this part of the Grant Application Form. Each expense should be briefly explained and justified below the table/list. The actual or anticipated revenue for each item should be identified, and the non-CGF funding sources explained in the “Actual and Anticipated Financial Support” section. In the latter section, any in-kind contributions, for example number of hours spent by volunteers on the project, can also be provided. The total for the “CGF funds” column should be equal to the “Amount of Grant requested”.

Example of a budget for an application for a mineral exhibit at a museum

	List of expenses
	Cost
	Revenue

	
	
	CGF funds
	Name of other fund source
	Name of other fund source

	Exhibit case materials 
	$650.00
	$650.00
	
	

	Mineral specimens (10 @ $200)
	$2,000.00
	$2,000.00
	
	

	Cabinet lights
	$200.00
	
	$200.00
	

	Signage (materials, printing)
	$300.00
	$150.00
	$150.00
	

	Construction of exhibit case (labour)
	$500.00
	
	
	$500.00

	Totals
	$3,650.00
	$2,800.00
	$350.00
	$500.00


The projects supported by CGF are diverse, and it is thus important that the applicant provides appropriate budget details and the proposed use of CGF funds is clear. Proponents are encouraged to find matching funds. The Foundation prefers to support projects in which its funding is used for a specific purpose, rather than applied as a general revenue against the overall project cost. Preference will be given to new and innovative initiatives. The Foundation does not pay salaries or honoraria and cannot guarantee ongoing funding. 
It is very important that applicants understand that the grant money is only paid to successful applicants at the end of the project, upon submission of paid invoices and a short report. 
The completed application form and all accompanying materials must be received by the Secretary no later than March 31.  The Secretary’s e-mail address is posted on the website of the foundation (see http://www.canadiangeologicalfoundation.org/?page_id=15)
